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Introduction:

Since the passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972,
New Jersey has focused its efforts on upgrading
wastewater treatment plantsandimprovingthequal -
ity of the effluent discharged from these treatment
plants. Although these efforts have been very
successful, the health of the waterways in the state
continues to be impaired. The cause of these
impairmentsmay often benonpoint sourcepol lution;
the pollution that is carried from the land by
stormwater runoff or similar processes. New Jersey
has two regulations that address pollution from
stormwater runoff: N.J.A.C. 7:8 Stormwater Man-
agement Rules and N.JA.C. 7:14A Stormwater
Permitting Rules.

N.J.A.C.7:8 Stormwater
Management Rules:

The Stormwater Management Rules are directed
toward new devel opment and providethefoundation
to develop municipal and regional stormwater man-
agement plans. For the purpose of these rules, new
development isdefined asany devel opment that will
ultimately result in the disturbance of one or more
acres of land or increased impervious surface by
one-quarter acre or more (i.e.,, “major develop-
ment”). New devel opment with cumul ativeimpacts
below these thresholds, major development that
qualifies as exempt under N.JA.C. 7:8-1.6, and
development that does not require any local or
department permits are not required to comply with
these rules. These new rules set forth the required
components of regional and municipal stormwater
management plans, andthey establish thestormwater

management design and performance standards for
new (proposed) development. These performance
standardsfor new devel opment includegroundwater
recharge, runoff quality controls, and Category One
buffers.

(Stormwater Management Rule—Frequently
Asked Questions, www.njstormwater.org)

According to N.JA.C. 7:8-2.2 of the Stormwater
Management rules, thegoal sof stormwater manage-
ment planning includereducing flood damage, mini-
mizing any increase in stormwater runoff from any
new development, reducing soil erosion from any
development or construction project, and protecting
public safety through proper design and operation of
stormwater management basins.
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Provisionsal so addressthe need to maintain ground-
water recharge. For new devel opment, aregulatory
requirement of preserving 100 percent of the aver-
age annual groundwater recharge has been set. For
example, if an undevel oped parcel of land currently
recharges on average one million gallons of rainfall
per year, after devel oping theproperty, theland must
continue to recharge one million gallons of rainfall.
The use of stormwater best management practices
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(BMPs) that promote infiltration will be the key to
achieving this regulatory requirement. A BMPisa
technique, measure, or structural control that isused
to manage the quantity and improve the quality of
stormwater runoff in a cost-effective manner. Ex-
amples of structural BMPsinclude bioretention ba-
sing, infiltration basins, and silt fences. Examplesof
non-structural BMPswouldincludeminimizingim-
perviouscover, proper chemical useandstorage, and
proper septic management among others.

Category One Water s and Buffers:

One highly significant aspect of the rules is the
designation of Special Water Resource Protection
Areas (SWRPASs). SWRPAsarethose areaswithin
300 feet of Category One (C1) waters and their
immediate tributaries. C1 waters receive specia
protection under the Surface Water Quality Stan-
dardsbecauseof their clarity, color, scenic setting, or
other characteristics of aesthetic value, exceptional
ecol ogical significance, exceptional recreational sig-
nificance, exceptional water supply significance, or
exceptional fisheriesresource(s). Furthermore, the
SWRPA is required adjacent to those waters that
drain to the C1 water within the limits of the associ-
ated sub-watershed (HUC-14). (The term “HUC-
14" isfrom the hyrdrologic unit code system devel-
oped by the U.S. Geological Servicefor delineating
drainage areas.) These SWRPAs are intended as a
buffer between development and the C1 waters to
protect both water quality and the attributes for
which the waters have been designated as C1.
(Stormwater Management Rule—Frequently
Asked Questions, www.njstormwater.org)

Agricultural Lands:

Farmers can continue to farm their land within the
SWRPA (300foot buffer) but would belimited from
placing any new development in the SWRPA, such
as barns or greenhouses, which would increase the
impervious cover by more than one-quarter acre or
disturb one or more acres of land.

N.J.A.C. 7:14A Stormwater
Permitting Rules:

The Stormwater Permitting Rules require munici-
palities, largepublic complexessuchashospital's, and
highway systems to obtain New Jersey Pollution
Discharge Elimination System (NJPDES) permits
for their municipal separate storm sewer systems
(M$4s). These permits require the municipality or
large public complex to develop, implement, and
enforce a stormwater program that protects water
quality from these discharges.

The permittees must prepare and implement a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SPPP) that
requiresthe preparation and adoption of amunicipal
stormwater management plan, along with a
stormwater control ordinance, and theincorporation
of alocal publiceducation program. The SPPP must
also address the improper disposal of waste, illicit
connection elimination, M$4 outfall pipe mapping,
implementation of solids and floatable controls,
proper maintenance yard operation, and employee
training. Compliancewiththeserulesisexpectedto
reduce the percentage of New Jersey waterways
that are currently classified asimpaired, as well as
protect our drinking water resources.

Because the Stormwater Permitting Rules require
municipalities to adopt a stormwater control ordi-
nancethat addressesthestate’ sminimumdesignand
performance standards, any new development on
properties, including agricultural lands, whichrequire
municipal approval, will have to address managing
the water quality, quantity, and groundwater re-
charge impacts from stormwater runoff.

For more information visit the NJDEP web site at
WWw.njstormwater.org.
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