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Rain Garden Maintenance
Maintenance Steps

Short-Term Maintenance

Watering

Hanson House/Hanson Park Conservancy, Union County
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New Rain Gardens will need to be 
watered for the first one or two 
years until the garden is 
established !
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Landscape Fabric and Mulch
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Caring for Native Plants

Care for any newly-planted native plants that may have been uprooted immediately 

following rain events

Hanson House/Hanson Park Conservancy, Union County

Uprooted Plants
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Rain Garden: Maintenance Issues

ÅApply mulch twice per year until 
groundcover establishes.

ÅReplace dead or diseased plant 
material.
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Top Ten Maintenance Needs

1. Inspections

2. Soil Testing

3. Weeding

4. Pruning

5. Mowing

6. Sediment removal as 
necessary

7. Cleaning of gutters

8. Re - planting as 
necessary

9. Harvesting Plants

10. Photo Journal
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Measurement #1 Inspections

Å What am I inspecting 
for?

ïWeeds & Invasive 
Plants

ïPlant Health

ïExcessive Sediment

ïMovement of 
Sediment within the 
Garden
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When to Inspect the Rain Garden

ÅAfter large storm events

ÅDuring weather extremes

Prior to Season End of Season

Growing Season



Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Rain Garden Maintenance

Observe the rain garden during rain events and note any problems or successes

Solution: Add a berm and/or plants

Problem: Gullying after rain event

Walnut Avenue Elementary School, Union County

Observing the Rain Garden

Hanson House/Hanson Park Conservancy, Union County

Success: Withstood rain event
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Replacing Mulch that has Washed Away

Walnut Avenue Elementary School, Union County

Maintenance Steps
Short-Term Maintenance


