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The goal of this project is to empower local stakeholders in rural / 

urbanizing watersheds to protect groundwater resources by 

installing rain gardens on their property.



Who are our Partners ?

ÅCornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster 

County

ÅRutgers Cooperative Extension of 

Union and Gloucester Counties

ÅRutgers Water Resources Program

ÅVirginia Tech

ÅVirginia Tech Cooperative Extension of 

Fredrick County



What is a Rain Garden?

ÅLandscaped areas that 
treat stormwater runoff.

ÅDesigned to merge two 
important goals: 
aesthetics and water 
quality.

ÅCan be blended into the 
landscape and made to 
look natural.

ÅWater is directed into 
them by pipes, swales, or 
curb openings.



Rutgers Cooperative Extension 

Rain Garden Project

Photos by Linda Brazaitis

Å GOAL: To have the rain gardens 

serve as a model for county 

residents who are interested in 

controlling polluted runoff and to 

help recharge the groundwater. 

Å New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection grant to 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 

and partial funding from the USDA 

Regional Water Coordination 

Program

Å Rain gardens were constructed by 

the Rutgers Master Gardeners of 

Union County, in cooperation with 

Rahway River Association along 

the Robinson Creek Branch of the 

Rahway River.



2005 Rain Garden Partners

ÅRutgers Master 

Gardeners of 

Union County

ÅRahway River 

Association



Rain Garden Education

Childrenôs Programs

ÅWalnut Avenue         

Elementary School

ÅFanwood Library

Å85 students 

participated.

ÅñClean Up Messy 

Townò

Enviroscape

ÅTour of Rain Garden



Program Evaluation

ÅIdentify sources  

of  water pollution

ÅIdentify ways to 

protect ground 

water



Rain Garden Education
Evaluation Results

ÅStudents could identify 

50% more ways to protect 

ground water.

ÅOn a scale of 1 -3, 3 

indicating they learned ña 

lotò,  students rated their 

learning about protecting 

ground water as 2.71 and rain 

gardens as 2.63.

Å68% of the students will tell 

someone what they learned 

about rain gardens.

Å96% would like to learn more 

about protecting water.


