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Laura Luc keeps young performers’
dreams of musical stardom flying

BY ELIZABETH MARTIN
Managing Editor

il
only flying spectacle.
filled the air, too, taking flight in the
Mountain Lakes High School
auditorium when Kids of the Arts
(KOTA) presented its sixth main-
stage musical production, “Peter
P&l‘”

Featuring kids of all ages, KOTA
is an extraordinary organization
that gives children and teens the
opportunity to perform onstage

Garden Club making Boonton greener

On June 30, the Rockaway Valley Garden Club planted a rain garden at Leonard Park in
Boonton Township as part of its efforts to Go Green. Shown at work are, from left: Juanita
Galluzzi, Dan Yu, Ingrid Witty, and Keith Brown. See page 8 for a story and more photos.

with Broadway and local perform-

ers from acrgss New York and
New Jersey. What really distin-

guishes this izati m oth-
er children’s theaters is its founder,
college student Laura Luc of
Mountain Lakes.

About to enter her sophomore
year at Susquehanna University,
where she majors in theater pro-
duction and design, Luc founded
KOTA in 2001, when she was 10
mlﬂgan dan the age of

b | cing at the age of 3,
and became really interested in
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theater at the age of 8, Ever since cal

then I have ed, stage man- pi
aged and directed shows?” said
Luc. But, from the start, her orga-

mare than $5.000. The
the lat&st produc-
hon uf “Peter Pan” went to bene-

fit The Christopher Stitt Family cor

nization has existed to not only Fund.

foer her organizatio

'I'hjs lsl:ryfarﬂiemostdl.fﬁctﬂt
[ kpave ever been involved with!)'
mmented Luc on “Peter Pan”
Asi the director, producer, choreog-

give children and teens the oppor-  “Picking the right musical isa ragPher, designer and more for the
tunity to perform, but also to ve;’i important task in order to shW, Luc has been busy making
donate money to charity. e a I{OTA production work” ﬂli'?_g‘hd cast a success.

The charitable donations started ere are so many different
with a production in Luc’s parent's When selecting a musical, Luc wpects, that ':_,,mie"d a]lha:&tlg
living room where she raised $34 h&a:o chgose one I?atm e mgeth ﬂ;;;ilg’da]wc
fora young girl with cancer. Since with a wide range of ages - pens
then donations have come a long ents, and has to pick a show thatis _onCnestra t.he sets are also very

1 - i "
way from their humble originswith family-friendly. “Peter Pan" proved SEE LAURA, PAGE 3

last year’s production of “Seussi-

to be a good, if challenging, choice
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BOONTON TOWNSHIP
‘Garden Club creates rain garden for park and env1r0nment

§ On June 30, the Rockaway Val-
~ley Garden Club planted a rain
>.garden at Leonard Park in Boon-
:ton'lbwnslup as part of its efforts
to Go Green. RVGC members,
Kelﬂl Brown, Juanita Galluzzi and
Lloyd Charlton, Landscape Archi-
tect-].S.L Greentree and President
Ingrid Witty worked together with |
Chrsstopher Obrnpta, the Water |
Resources extension. specialist for
Rutgers Coopmhve Extension, his
pro associate, Amy Boyajian,
and one of the undergraduate Rut-
gers engineering students, Dan Yu.
According to the NJ Agricultur-
ExpenmentShtonm Ru a
rain garden is a landscaped%
low depression that allows rain
and snuwmelt tobe coﬂected and

rechmg&the dwa- [
tersu ﬁmd prevents: apmblem
olluted runoff,
Alasng stonnl is‘;raltgrlamm over streets
pat] of WIS, lt can
up and carry many materials wg}ch
get washed into nearby waterways.
Rain gardens are very simple
means to enhance the landscaping £ i
around homes while improving Dan Yu, a Rutgers engineering student, RVGC President Ingrid
water quality of local waterways.  Witty, Christopher Obropta, water resources extension special- AP
For additional information, call ist for Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Program Associate, == -
973-263-6317. Amy Boyajian. From left, Keith Brown and Dan Yu.
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