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Stormwater 101

How much water do we have?

Total volume of water on the planet: 

326,000,000 cubic miles
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The Earthôs Water Distribution

Å97% of the water on earth is in 

the oceans 

ÅOnly 3% of the water on earth 

is freshwater 

ÅAbout 2.4% of the freshwater 

on earth is permanently frozen in 

glaciers and at the polar ice caps 

ÅAbout 1/2 of 1 % of the water 

on earth is groundwater 

ÅOnly about 1/100 of 1% of the 

water on earth is in the rivers and 

lakes
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Four Phases to the Hydrologic Cycle

Condensation ïthe 
reduction of a gas to a 
liquid

Evaporation ïto change a 
liquid or solid into vapor

Precipitation ïto 
condense and cause to 
fall as rain, snow, sleet, 
etc.

Transpiration ïthe giving 
off of moisture through 
the pores of the skin or 
through the surface of 
leaves and other parts of 
plants
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The Hydrologic Cycle


