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Rain Garden Site Selection 
and Installation

ÅShallow landscaped 

depression that treats 

stormwater runoff.

ÅDesigned to merge two 

important goals: aesthetics 

and water quality

ÅCan be blended into the 

landscape and made to look 

natural.

ÅWater is directed into them 

by pipes, swales, or curb 

openings.

What is a Rain 

Garden?



Rain Garden Site Selection 
and Installation

ÅDesigned to intercept, treat, 

and infiltrate stormwater at 

the source before it 

becomes runoff

ÅProvides very high pollutant 

removal efficiencies

ÅCan be incorporated into 

the landscapes of many 

locations

Benefits



Rain Garden Site Selection 
and Installation

The Parts of a

Rain Garden



Rain Garden Site Selection 
and Installation

NOTE: 90% of all storm events

produce less than 1 inch of rain.

Therefore, the key to reducing

pollutant loads is to treat the

runoff associated with the first 1

inch of rain (Clayton & Schueler,

1996).

ÅAbsorption to soil particles
ĬRemoves dissolved metals and soluble phosphorus

ÅPlant uptake
ĬRemoves small amounts of nutrients

ÅMicrobial processes
ĬRemoves organics and pathogens

ÅExposure to sunlight and dryness
ĬRemoves pathogens

ÅSedimentation and filtration
ĬRemoves total suspended solids, floating debris, trash, soil-bound 

phosphorus, some soil-bound pathogens

ÅInfiltration of runoff
ĬProvides flood control, groundwater recharge, and nutrient removal

The Science Behind 

Rain Gardens


